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Welcome!
The Organi€ederation of Canada mandate isaiosure excellent standards and regulations that
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OFC newsletter, which inades a report on the last CGSB Committee on Organic Agriculture
meeting, held in Gatineau at the beginning of April, and a short resume of how the National
Organic Standards are beirgyised.

We also invite you to visit the OFC websiww.organicfederation.cao learn more about the
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Have a pleasant read!

Updating the National Organic Standards

At the request of Agriculture ahAgriFood Canada (AAFC), the Canadian General Standards Board (C
revising the national standard for organic agricultuféne Canadian General Standards Board is a federal
charged with overseeing the development of all types of federal statgldrat aredeveloped and maintained b
committees of volunteers, who are experts in their fields, working according to the CGSB process.

For the organic standards update, this volunteer committee is cated Standards Committee on Organ
Agriculture. This group of more than 100 representatives from across the Canadian organic community in
consumers, growers, processors, traders, agriculture specialists and government representatives.

Working groups focused on crops, livestock, processing and pedsubstances are researching and prepar
amendments to the Standard via emails and teleconferences. Their background work is then prese
meetings of the full Standards Committee, which has met three times to date in this round of revision
committee discusses the amendments, which are approved or placed on a working list for future discussior

Once approved, the amendments are integrated into the standards official text. This official version
amendments is then circulated for ballatjth the Standards Committee voting by mail. Once the ballot appr,
is completed, amendments are sent to the Standards Council of Canada for formal ratification.
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Agriculture and AgfiFood Canada (AAFC) is pleased to participate iptbject. AAFC is committed to working wiitdustry partners to
increase public awareness of the importance of the agriculture anda@agiindustry to Canada. Opinions expressed in this document are
those of the Organic Federation of Canada and notsszdy those of AAFC.
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http://www.organicfederation.ca/

The Ninth Meeting of the Canadian General Standards
Board (CGSB) Committee on Organic Agriculture inPermitted Sipstances Lists

Gatineau Quebec March §1to April 2", 2008

by &nine G.Gibson

The work of thePermitted SubstanceLiss (PSL)subgroups,
ratified by the entire Technical Committee, began with Animal
Health Inputs and included

The StandardsCommittee which is composed of organic sector
representatives from all categories (as determined by CGSB
policies), were balanced into topic Working Groups, and met in
Gatineau to reach consensus on as many proposals as possible.
The Working Groups have been researching and preparing for

this next bdlot via email and

regular teleconference

discussions. The need to have a Standards Council of Canada
ratified organic standard for the implementation of the
upcoming Regulation felt pressing to all members. The work of
reviewing and addressing the preveuallot concerns has
revealed many new topics requiring updating. They began by
discussing a proposed method for introducing new work items

to the review process.

With this process, committee members are not hampered by
working only with past negativeomments on the ballots, all of
which must be addressed to ensure the inclusive processes of the

CGSB standards updating procedures are met.

With this

innovation, the committee can assess priorities and address
urgent items in a timely manner, providing &ear, democratic
method to respond to new issues rather than doing so only via a
negative vote on a ballot, which delays the entire process. A new
committee was struck of the Chairs of all Working Groupmé
Macey Livestock,Dag Falck Permitted Substaces Liss, Matt
Holmes ProcessingJ.W. Hamm-Crops, Jean DuvalChair) a
representative from the Federal GovernmegitBD), a Consuan
Representative (TB2nd the secretarwill assist in the process

of establishing priorities.

Updateson the CGSB pressusedto revise the national

standardgfor organic agriculture can be found at the following

address:
http://www.pwgsc.gc.ca/cgsb/on_the net/organic/fag.html
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Health Inputs are registered with theVeterinary
Drug Directorate (VD) ® ¢tKS +55 KI
implemented a method for approval of products
needed for organic use such as homeopathic and
related natural animal health remedies like tinctures,
which are not registered as veterinary drugs. Their
Director recommended we remove the phrase,
which also meets ISO requirements to not entrench
Canadian structures.

The annotation foloxytocinwas amended to ensure
clarity with the withdrawal period (14 days) for
slaughter stock, which retain their organic sia
given the restricted use of this naturally occurring
hormone.

Milk replacermust be from organic sources unless it
is not commercially available and then, only for
emergency use and only without antibiotics and
animal byproducts. ( Note: the thornyssue of who
determines commercial availability has not been
addressed)

Clorohexidine teat dipsare allowed only as a post
milking cleaner and then, only when other teat dips
have been shown to have lost effectiveness.

Plants and plants byproducts Incldes plant
preparations of aquatic or terrestrial plants or parts
of plants, such as cover crops, green manures, crop
wastes, hay, leaves and straw. Parts of plants used as
soil amendments and foliar feeds are permitted.
Crop wastes that potentially contairsignificant
levels of pesticide contaminants are prohibiteéanly
substances listed in par. 6.4.1 and 6.6 in CAN/CGSB
32.311 may be used in the processing of plant by
products. Plant byroducts not meeting this
restriction may be used as compost feed$su
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