March 12, 2021

Your organic involvement

Your input is needed!
CFIA services to the organic industry

YOUR INPUT IS NEEDED
The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) is
Please answer the survey to express the
seeking your feedback on how to further strengthen
following concerns:
its regulations, services and programs to help enable
competitiveness and innovation in the agriculture and
Government is responsible for enforcement of
agri-food sector.
organic regulations - it’s their regulations, they own
the Organic logo and need to assure the credibility
and legitimacy of the organic label to consumers.
The Canadian organic industry has to express

concerns and needs!
The consultation closes next week
on March 19, 2021.

Access the survey here

We recognize and are grateful that there is some
funding for organics (Standards Interpretation
Cmmittee (SIC), review of the Canadian Organic
Standards, etc.), but the Canada Organic Office was
dismantled, as well as the Organic Value Chain
Round Table (OVCRT) and CFIA needs to maintain
the basics: the SIC and the implementation of AIRS
for collecting data on import of organic products.

The Organic Federation will be hosting its

Annual General Meeting
on Tuesday, April 13th, 2021, from 1pm to 2:30 PM EDT
We will be happy to have you join the meeting by Zoom from the comfort of your office or home.
We will review our work in 2020 and discuss about our 2021 projects! The agenda will be shared soon!

Save the date!
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Andy Hammermeister, the scientific leader of the Organic Science Cluster:

ENTHUSIASM THAT NEVER FADES
The Organic Science Cluster (OSC) 3 enters its fourth year with interesting developments.
The OSC 3 is managed collaboratively between Organic Federation of Canada (OFC) and
the Organic Agriculture Centre of Canada (OACC).
OFC interviewed Dr. Andrew Hammermeister, scientific director of all OSCs,
to discuss the progress, impact, and areas of interest of the upcoming Organic Science Cluster 4.
The Organic Science Clusters, launched in 2009, include
a total of 91 research activities in organic agriculture.
Andy has been the scientific director of all three clusters
and, throughout all this time, his enthusiasm hasn’t
waned.
“Each project is so exciting and has far-reaching
implications for both organic production and production
systems as a whole,” says Hammermeister, whose job is
to ensure that the research and its findings are relevant,
accessible and understandable for producers.
The major task is to share knowledge between
producers and scientists. This is accomplished in several
ways including the publication of technical bulletins,
which summarize research results in a way to make
them useful for farmers. The Organic Science Canada
magazine also aims to explain the science behind
organics and focus on findings that are relevant to
producers.

The upcoming issue of the Organic Science Canada
magazine, which will be published in March 2021, has
a strong focus on pest management. “There is so
much going on in this field,” says Hammermeister.
“The research is trying to understand how we can
create environments that aren’t attractive to pests,
while simultaneously being attractive to their
predators.
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This field is forcing us to find alternative solutions,
with the implications of this research spilling over to
conventional production.”
Ensuring information is accessible has become critical
under the COVID-19 pandemic, says Dr.
Hammermeister. In 2020, researchers were unsure
what could or could not be done, with no certainty of
when things would return to normal.
“After a full year of pandemic, everyone is better
adapted to working in a COVID-19 environment,” says
Hammermeister. “Most importantly, no projects were
cancelled.”

“EACH PROJECT IS SO EXCITING"
SAYS DR. ANDREW HAMMEMEISTER,
DIRECTOR OF THE OACC.

The OSC3, which will end in 2023, is now enters its later
stage. Hammermeister looks forward to hiring a new
science coordinator who will determine how operators
are using information generated from the last three
clusters. This is critical to evaluating activities, such as
building soil health, that have long-term benefits but
with no obvious immediate economic advantage.
Many graduate students have been involved in OSC
research over the years. Hammermeister wants to know
this has influenced their careers and service to the
agricultural community.
As the industry continues to grow and gain credibility,
there is an increase in the number of scientists wanting
to conduct organic research. Dr. Hammermeister says “a
new generation of researchers are seeing organic science
as a platform for finding ecological solutions relevant to
all of agriculture.” All of these factors bode well for the
future of organic research.
With OSC4 just around the corner, Hammermeister
thinks the future of technology within organics is bright.
“The notion of ‘smart agriculture’ and adapting to new
technologies is crucial for organics, not only to help
support competitiveness with our conventional
counterparts, but to help measure our environmental
performance,” he says.

ORGANIC SCIENCE CLUSTER 3
RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS
For Dr. Hammermeister, certain OSC3 research
activities are particularly intriguing:
Analyzing greenhouse gas emissions in organic field
crop production n (Activity 29).
Increasing pollinator habitats, which, Hammermeister
explains, help us in “being intentional about adding
biodiversity into the landscape” and have results that
are applicable across commodities (Activity 28).
Animal-welfare friendly alternatives to castration in
swine with implications beyond organic production
(Activity 25).
Biological control methods for Fusarium head blight
and associated diseases in organic grain production.
This study looks at how microbial communities in the
head of wheat plants can suppress the disease(Activity
22).
While these are just samples of current research,
Hammermeister adds that each OSC3 project has farreaching implications for both organic and non-organic
production systems.

To learn more about Organic Science Cluster 3 research,
watch for the publication of the
Organic Science Canada magazine in spring 2021.
There are podcasts (and transcripts in English and French) available on the OFC website
featuring interviews with current researchers.
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Organic Science Cluster 3 is Hiring a Research Coordinator!
Reporting to the Program Manager of the
Organic Science Cluster 3, the Research
Coordinator will conduct a wide-ranging
and in-depth analysis of organic agriculture
science impact, evaluating and enhancing
the impact of organic science arising from
the national Organic Science Cluster (OSC)
program. It is a full-time position, for a two
year term.
Open Date: 03/04/2021
Close Date: 03/22/2021
Click here for the full posting and to apply

Agri-Info presents an organic farm
AAFC' s Agri-Info February
Newsletter focuses on an
organic vegetable farm in
Quebec, la Ferme Lève-tôt,
who use a combination of
modern and traditional
agricultural techniques to
cultivate their organic
produce. Read more about
their story here, and learn
about how they hire summer
interns funded through AAFC's
Youth Employment and Skills
Program.
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Stay tuned for the next edition
of InfoBio for the release of the
OSC3 magazine!

